Catholic Community of Waukesha
Pastoral Council
St. John Neumann, St. Joseph, St. Mary, St. William
The first meeting of the Common Pastoral Council for the city of Waukesha parishes met on July 16, 2015.
The members prayed and shared insights from the Gospel reading, engaged in a brief fun-filled dynamic to
get to know each other better and discussed the purpose of a Common Pastoral Council based on the
following Archdiocesan norms:
“The Council shall be a vehicle for the parish(es) to fulfill the pastoral mission of Jesus and the
Church in a specific part of the Archdiocese. It does this by developing Catholic identity, promoting
evangelization and fostering stewardship. The Council will strive to build a community of disciples
who recognize their baptismal calls to lives of holiness, witness and service. The Council shall
engage in a continuous process of pastoral planning, which takes into account the needs and
priorities of its parishioners, the Archdiocese, the broader community, and the world.”
The members of the Council surfaced questions to be dealt with at future council meetings regarding good
communication strategies, the needs of the community, how to engage all parish members in the mission
and ministry of Jesus and how to get to truly know each parish and its diversity, gifts, and talents. In the
context of answering these questions, future meetings will review demographic data and pastoral data for
the parishes in the city of Waukesha. A Pastoral Council retreat is scheduled for October 3, 2015.
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